[Heart center surgery in the private hospital: heart surgery in the hospital with covering physicians].
Based upon the experiences at the "Herzzentrum Hirslanden" Zurich it is demonstrated that heart surgery and invasive cardiology, including cardiac catheterization and PTCA, can readily be performed by surgeons and cardiologists in private practice at a private hospital not receiving any government funds. The needs for additional heart surgical beds in the greater area of Zurich is confirmed. Manpower needed and necessary apparative infrastructure are discussed and present activities at the "Herzzentrum Hirslanden" illustrated. Finally problems with medical insurance companies covering the cost are dealt with.